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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


yr Please Order From: — 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, IIl. 





St. Andrew Daily Missal 


Use a Daily Missal at Mass, the official prayer of the Church. 
The saintly Pope Pius X advocated its use when he declared, 
“Pray the Mass." The St. Andrew Daily Missal is the most 
complete and popular of all missals. Write for Special Booklet, 
No. 100 C. M., describing the two new revised editions. 


THE E. M. LOHMANN CO. 
413-417 Sibley St. Saint Paul, Minn. 





GLOLITE Electric Altar 


ET one of these beautiful little altars grace the sanctuary of your 
home. The altar is of snowy white composition, having the 
appearance of marble, and has a representation of the Last Sup- 

per on the front panel. The little tabernacle is surmounted by a statue, 
which may be ordered in any of the subjects given below. By means 
of an electric bulb placed beneath the altar, the twelve candles which 
adorn the altar, as well as the tabernacle door, the cross, and the 
image of the Last Supper, are attractively illuminated. 


The dimensions of the altar are as follows: Width across front, 12 inches; 
depth, front to back, 5 inches; height, to top of statue, 15 inches. Choice of statue 
of: The Sacred Heart, the Blessed Virgin, St. Teresa, the Mother of Grace, St. Joseph, 
or St. Anthony. Price, $5.95 postpaid. May be ordered from: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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Exceptional Premiums 


given for NEW subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 





For 1 NEW Subscription 


TWO of the precious Schey- 
ern Crosses are being given for 
ONE NEW subscription. Many 
striking favors have been ob- 
tained through the devout use 
of these little crosses, touched 
to the relic of the True Cross. 
(Those who make use of the 
special subscription rate of $2.00 
for three years and those who 
send Renewals, are entitled to 
only ONE Scheyern Cross,) OR: 


The Way of the Cross — a 
popular 64 page booklet contain- 
ing the Stations with a touching 
illustration of each, with other 
prayers in honor of the Passion. 
Vest pocket size. 





For 2 NEW Subscriptions 
Nickel-bound' Crucifix — 5 inches long. Convenient size for daily 
use in prayer. 
For 3 NEW Subscriptions 
Nickel-bound Crucifix — 6 inches long, especially suitable for 
the sick. OR: — 
Black cocoa rosary — on durable silver-plated chain. 


For 4 NEW Subscriptions 


Passion Series — ten booklets of prayers and reflections on Our 
Lord’s Passion; ideal for Lenten reading and meditation. OR: — 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — an ideal prayer-book for 
children, excellent for First Communion; black or white leather bind- 


ing, gold edge. 
For 5 and 6 NEW Subscriptions 


Genuine Ebony Crucifix — beveled edges and oxidized corpus; 
7% in. in size. A beautiful Crucifix. Given for 5 new subscriptions. 


Nickel-bound Crucifix — 10 inches in length; very appropriate for 
hanging upon the wall of a room. Given for 6 new subscriptions. 


Please state premium desired 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





“My Lord and My God!” 


With St. Thomas, led us often repeat this act of faith in the Real Presence 
of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 





























Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 
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Faith in the Real Presence 





S IT was on the eve of His bitter Passion that our Savior 
gave to us the great gift of His love — the gift of His 
own most sacred Body and Blood under the appearances 
of bread and wine, — so during the holy Passiontide, 
Holy Church commemorates the institution of the Sac- 
rament of Love, the Blessed Sacrament, as she com- 
memorates the sufferings and death of Jesus. The advent 
of the beautiful feast of Holy Thursday should evoke 
from us, first of all, a most profound act of faith in the Real Presence 
of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. This act of faith will not be 
difficult if we recall the clear and precise words of Jesus in promising 
and in giving to the world the sublime memorial of His love — the 
Holy Eucharist. Never in all the human life of Jesus Christ were 
the words of the Divine Master so carefully chosen, so clear, so precise, 
as when He announced and instituted the august Sacrament in which 
He is contained wholly and entirely, Divinity and humanity, Soul and 


Body, Flesh and Blood. 
It is true that if we attempt to speak of the manner in which 
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Jesus is present in the Sacred Host, we meet with darkness and ob- 
scurity; for this is the mystery of faith. God dwells in realms of 
inaccessible light, where man’s eye cannot penetrate without being 
dazzled and blinded; consequently, if God would draw near to man, 
He must veil His glory, and the more so in proportion as He would 
_ draw the nearer to him. Therefore, the Blessed Sacrament, in which 
He enters into our very hearts to identify Himself with us, must 
necessarily hide and envelop Him as with a dense cloud. 

The Blessed Sacrament is the mystery to which the Incarnate Word 
has applied all His love, all His wisdom and all His power. It is 
impossible, therefore, for our poor limited intelligence to comprehend 
a work so sublime, and by its very nature so infinitely transcending 
the comprehension of the human mind. Setting aside, however, the 
mysterious means which our Lord has employed to render His dwelling 
with us possible, there is nothing more clear and convincing than the 


reality of His Presence in the Holy Eucharist. 
Jesus Meant Just What He Said 


Let us first briefly consider the words of our Lord, when, a year 
before the institution of the Blessed Sacrament, He promised It to the 
world. “This is the Bread that cometh down from heaven” (John vi. 
50), He cried out to the multitude which had just witnessed His mi- 
raculous multiplication of loaves. “If any man eat of this Bread he 
shall live forever; and the Bread that I will give is My Flesh for the 
life of the world” (John vi. 58). Could any words be more clear 
and convincing? The people of Capharnaum understood and accepted 
them literally and began to murmur against our Savior, saying: “How 
can this man give us his flesh to eat? — This saying is hard, and who 
can hear it?” (John vi. 61.) In answer to their objections, Jesus 
afirmed His words by solemn oath: “Amen, amen, I say to you, except 
you eat the Flesh of the Son of Man and drink His Blood, you shall 
not have life in you” (John vi. 54). And when the people, saddened 
and scandalized, began to turn away and abandon Him, Jesus did not 
retract a single word of His Divine assertion nor explain away its full 
and impressive meaning, even though the desertion of the people keenly 
wounded His Heart. But, turning to His apostles, who alone remained, 
He said to them: “Will you also go away?” thus giving them to under- 
stand that His Divine word must be sacredly accepted in its entirety 
and that there could be no alternative between accepting it and forsak- 
ing Him. 

From the desert where Jesus outlined and foretold this great 
mystery, let us transport ourselves to the Supper Room. The paschal 
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feast is ended, and Jesus, taking bread into His holy and venerable 
hands, blesses and breaks it and gives it to His disciples, saying: “Take 
ye and eat; this is My Body!” (Mark xiv. 22.) What words could 
be more concise and explicit? Before heresy dared attack the doctrine 
of the Eucharist, Luther himself said: “If you would know the meaning 
of the words of the Lord, ‘This is My Body,’ ask any little child who is 
learning how to read.” 

God would not permit us “to be weak and unstable,” says St. 
Paul, and “tossed about by every wind of doctrine at the will of wicked 
men” (Ephes. iv. 14). On the contrary, He willed that we should 
establish ourselves upon the firm rock of His Divine word, that we 
might exclaim in joy and love, contemplating the Sacred Host: God 
is here! He is really here! We know it more surely than we know 
that the sun is shining. We know of the existence of the sun by the 
testimony of our senses, it is true; but the Presence of Jesus in the 
Sacred Host is affirmed by testimony above the senses — by the word 
of God Himself who has revealed it, and who can neither deceive nor 
be deceived. 

Not to believe in the Holy Eucharist would be to voluntarily blind- 
fold the eye of our understanding. If Our Lord wished to say that the 
bread He held in His hands was indeed His Body, what else could He 
have said? Then, why should anyone attempt to give a different inter- 
pretation to His words? There is, clearly, but one manner of reason- 
ably rejecting the words of Jesus Christ when He instituted the Blessed 
Sacrament, and that is to deny His Divinity. Then one might accuse 
Him of lying and deceit. But to those who glory in professing the 
Christian doctrine as contained in the Apostles’ Creed, there is no 
alternative but to prostrate themselves before the Sacred Host and to 
exclaim with the lively faith and the glowing love of St. Thomas: 
“Dominus meus et Deus meus — My Lord and my God!” 


ohopope 
Faith-Strengthening Brochures 


God With Us — an interesting and edifying booklet setting forth 
God’s proof of love in remaining with us as our Emmanuel; it also 
tells how all devotions can be united in the excellent devotion to the. 
Most Blessed’ Sacrament — our God with us. 64 pages; 10¢ each. 


God Himself Our Sacrifice— an instructive booklet impressing 
upon the reader that it is God Himself offered for us in the holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass; a booklet intended to give a better understanding 
of the value of Holy Mass and to encourage more frequent and fervent 
attendance at the Adorable Sacrifice. 64 pages; 10¢ each. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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**‘Pax Vobis!— Peace be to You!”’ 





| HE festival of the Resurrection of Our Lord is a day 
| of intense rejoicing for all Christendom. There is no 
other day in the entire year that fills the soul with such 

thrilling joy as this great day of our Savior’s triumph, 
" when He rose victorious from the tomb and reopened 
heaven’s portals to fallen mankind. 

From the day on which Adam’s sin had closed the 
gates of heaven to himself and his posterity, the world had been en- 
gulfed in the darkness of sin. But hope in a Redeemer to come had 
sustained the just through the ages, until at length, in the fulness of 
time, God’s almighty hand opened the door of His merciful love, and 
the Eternal Word, the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, descended 
to earth, assumed human nature and shed the radiance of His Presence 
over the sinful world. Then came the day when on Calvary’s heights 
the Savior sprinkled the world with His Precious Blood and paid the 
ransom price of sinners by His redeeming death on the Cross. 

But the Divinity of Christ, ever a point of strife among His ene- 
mies, had been so fully eclipsed by the dark events of Good Friday 
as to seem entirely disproved, and while His enemies rejoiced over their 
apparent victory, His faithful disciples were plunged in gloom over the 
tragic events of that sorrowful day. But lo! on the third day Jesus 
came forth from the darkness of the tomb, glorious and triumphant, 
the immortal conqueror of death and sin and hell, proving His Divinity 
by the incontrovertible testimony of His resurrection. 

What wonder, then, that the Church rejoices today with such exu- 
berant joy, multiplying her Alleluias and her canticles of praise, and 
giving expression to her joy by every means available! 

The resurrection of Christ is the rock upon which our Faith is 
founded, — the corner stone upon which all the other mysteries of our 
religion rest. Again and again during His lifetime, Jesus had pointed 
to His future resurrection as the sign which should place the seal of 
Divinity upon all His works. It was to be the point upon which all 
other doctrines converged, — the center around which all the other 
mysteries of the Redemption revolved. For this reason He took care 
that the miracle of His resurrection should be infallibly proved and 
substantiated beyond all possibility of doubt. His very enemies, in 
their zeal to prevent deceit, contributed the most convincing proofs of 
His resurrection, and hence also of His Divinity; for only a Divine 
Person could, by His own power, take up His life again after laying 
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it down. The stone rolled back, the empty tomb, the white-robed angels, 
— yes, the Risen Savior Himself in His various apparitions — all 
proclaimed the same glorious Easter message: “Resurrexit sicut dixit — 
He has risen as He said!” (“Regina Coeli.”) 

Peter was the first of the apostles to whom Christ appeared after 
His resurrection — Peter, at times so slow to understand; Peter, so 





Hail, Victor Christ! Hail, risen King! 
Who joy unto us all didst bring. 


loath to believe that it was expedient for Christ “to have suffered 
these things and so to enter into His glory” (Luke xxiv. 26) ; Peter, so 
forgetful of his apostolic calling as to deny his Divine Master thrice 
even on the night of Holy Thursday. But Easter morning brought 
him forgiveness and peace. In the light of the resurrection, all things 
were clarified. His heart burned within him with gratitude and love 
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for Christ, who stood before Him in transfigured beauty and glory. 
Thenceforth his shameful denial was the lifelong object of his contrite 
tears, and the death and resurrection of his Lord, the favorite theme 
of his discourses. 

Our “Resurrection” 

We, too, with the erstwhile weak and sinful Peter, may cast our- 
selves at the feet of our Risen Savior and hear from His Divine lips 
that blessed Easter greeting: “Pax vobis! — Peace be to you!” In 
the tribunal of penance we may lay aside the burden of our sins, and 
receive in the Sacrament of the Altar the pledge of a permanent resur- 
rection from our former weaknesses and habits of sin. 

In the Epistle of the feast, St. Paul speaks to us no less urgently 
than he spoke to the Corinthians: “Purge out the old leaven, that you 
may be a new paste, as you are unleavened: for Christ our Pasch is 
sacrificed. Therefore, let us feast, not with the old leaven, nor with 
the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread 
of sincerity and truth.” The apostle here applies in a figurative sense 
the prescriptions of the Mosaic Law. As those who partook of the 
Jewish Pasch were commanded to eat unleavened bread, in token of 
purity, so we of the New Law are commanded to approach the Chris- 
tian Paschal Feast — the Eucharistic Easter Lamb — with pure hearts, 
hearts purified from the leaven of sin and vice. 

As today, with joyful hearts, we partake of the Easter Lamb in 
union with millions of Catholics the world over, may true peace and 
fraternal charity, which the Eternal Victor-King imparts to us in this 
Divine Family-feast, reign in our hearts and in the hearts of all man- 
kind! Yes, may the threefold peace merited for us by Christ — peace 
with ourselves, peace with our neighbor, and peace with God — be a 
lasting fruit of Easter in the hearts of all who through the reception 
of the sacraments have risen to a new life with Christ! 

Every day the brightness of Easter morning ought to fill our 
hearts with joy, for the Risen Christ is with us always in the Blessed 
Sacrament. Day after day, in Holy Mass, the miracle of His resur- 
rection is continued. By the words of Consecration the priest “rolls 
back the stone,” and the Risen Savior lives again upon the altar in 
the majesty of His glorified Presence. Day after day the gleaming 
of His love brightens the world, and brings us life and strength and 
joy in the golden sunshine of the Holy Eucharist. And at length, if 
we persevere faithfully in His love, there will come for us the moment 
when death will roll back the stone of time, and out of the tomb of 
this life we shall rise with Him, glorious and immortal, to life eternal 
in the blissful realms of paradise. 
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The Treasure of the World 





HE Holy Wounds of Jesus are fountains of salvation 
whence the waters of mercy will forever flow. Through 
them, healing and life-giving graces are imparted to 
mankind, and the fruits of virtue are brought forth in 
souls. These Sacred Wounds will shine forever in our 
Savior’s glorified Body, as marks of His triumph over 
the powers of darkness and of His undying love for souls. 

Devotion to the Holy Wounds is not of recent origin; rather, it 
is as old as the Holy Wounds themselves, for without doubt they were 
venerated by our Blessed Mother and the faithful friends of Jesus after 
His mangled Body had been taken down from the Cross, and during 
the remainder of their lives. The apostles, too, and the early Christians, 
must have cherished a deep and grateful love for these sacred fountains 
of salvation and must have made them the objects of their pious 
veneration. 

It was not, however, until about the thirteenth century that the cult 
of devotion to the Holy Wounds began to take form. The revival of 
religious life and the zealous activity of St. Bernard of Clairvaux and 
St. Francis of Assisi in the 12th and 13th centuries, together with the 
enthusiasm of the Crusaders returning from the Holy Land, gave a 
wonderful impetus to devotion to the Passion of Jesus Christ, and 
particularly to practices in honor of the Wounds in His sacred hands, 
feet and side. These parts of Our Lord’s Body were held to be more 
worthy of a special veneration than the others, because they suffered 
special pains for our salvation and because they are adorned with these 
Wounds as special marks of love. St. Clare of Assisi, St. Mechtilde, 
St. Gertrude the Great and St. Catherine of Siena were ardently de- 
voted to the Holy Wounds, as were also Blessed Henry Suso, St. Bona- 
venture, St. Thomas Aquinas, and many other illustrious saints. 

But it was reserved to the nineteenth century to extend to the 
world at large the veneration of the Holy Wounds as a cult, similar in 
spirit to that of veneration of the Sacred Heart. However, our Savior 
had begun to make known at a much earlier period His desire to have 
His Sacred Wounds universally venerated and appropriated as fountains 
of salvation. Thus in His revelations to St. Margaret Mary (1647- 
1690), though they principally concerned the veneration of His Sacred 
Heart, we find that He also showed her His glorified Wounds and urged 
her to venerate them and to encourage others to do so. Toward the 
middle of the 19th century, our Savior frequently appeared to another 
chosen soul, showing her His Sacred Wounds and making known to 
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her the treasures of grace which might be drawn from them. These 
revelations are of the same tenor as those vouchsafed to St. Margaret 
Mary, if we may judge from the account which the favored soul herself 
gives of them. “When I was kneeling at the foot of the altar,” she 
writes, “suddenly my Savior stood before me and showed me His most 
holy Wounds. From them streamed rays of wonderful splendor, es- 
pecially from the Wound in His Most Sacred Heart. He said to me, 
‘Come to the fountain-springs of My love. They are free to all, but 
few find the way to them. You have found it; draw copiously for your- 
self and for others.’” 

Frequently it was during Holy Mass that Our Lord showed Himself 
to her. One such vision she thus describes: “Immediately after the 
Consecration I saw my beloved Savior. From His Sacred Wounds 
streamed countless rays of marvelous splendor. I saw how these rays 
were showered over those present, though not on all. The rays rested 
very unequally on them... From His Sacred Wounds, and especially 
from the Wound in His Heart, I saw grace flowing in marvelous forms. 
Then my beloved Savior said: ‘What you here see and do not under- 
stand is the fruit of My love for men. Never forget what you have seen, 
and seek here for whatever you need.’” 


The Privileged Confidant of the Devotion 


However, it was principally to Sister Mary Martha Chambon, of 
the Visitation Convent in Chambery, France (1844-1907), that Jesus 
revealed the abundant graces and blessing connected with veneration of 
His Holy Wounds. As He had confided to St. Margaret Mary the 
mission of propagating devotion to His Sacred Heart, so He confided 
to Sister Mary Martha the mission of propagating devotion to His 
Sacred Wounds. In numerous visions, the Heavenly Father Himself, 
as well as our Savior, instructed Sister Mary Martha as to the manner 
of venerating the Holy Wounds and of drawing graces therefrom. 

“My daughter,” Jesus said to her, “dost thou recognize in My 
Wounds the treasure of the world? The world knows it not... My 
executioners did well to pierce My hands, My feet and My side, because 
in doing so they opened fountains whence the waters of mercy will 
eternally flow... Thou must pray fervently that the knowledge of My 
Sacred Wounds may be propagated in the world. Thou shouldst 
constantly invoke them and lead others to do the same... The way of 
My Wounds is a very simple and easy way to heaven... Do not be 
disturbed about the things of this world. In eternity thou wilt see what 
thou hast gained by devotion to My Wounds... Offer Me thy actions 
and those of thy Sisters united to My Sacred Wounds. Nothing can 
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render them more agreeable or more meritorious in My sight. Even 
the smallest will gain inexpressible value thereby.” 

At other times our Savior showed Sister Mary Martha His crown 
of thorns and revealed to her the treasures of grace that might be 
gained by compassionating His sacred wounded head. He revealed to 
her likewise the rich treasures of His Divine Heart and the wonderful 
fruits that could be drawn from veneration of the “Wound of Love” 
in His sacred Side. 

From the numerous consoling revelations with which Our Savior 
favored His devoted spouse, the following may be deduced as the 
principal fruits to be derived from veneration of His Holy Wounds: 
The sanctification and spiritual advancement of souls; the consolation 
of the suffering; the conversion of sinners; the consolation and salva- 
tion of the dying; the relief of the suffering souls; and the conferring 
of great value upon even the smallest actions. 

The formulas recommended to Sister Mary Martha for offering 
the Holy Wounds were the following: “Eternal Father, I offer Thee 
the Wounds of Our Lord Jesus Christ, to heal the wounds of our souls.” 
“My Jesus, pardon and mercy through the merits of Thy Holy 
Wounds.” Jesus instructed Mary Martha to repeat these invocations 
over and over, and never to grow weary in this practice, promising 
that she would thereby merit abundant graces. 


We, too, Should Draw from these Fountains 


Although the Church has not yet set the seal of her approval upon 
these revelations, for in such matters she acts only with the greatest 
caution and deliberation, she has always encouraged the veneration 
of the members of our Savior’s sacred wounded Body, and has sur- 
rounded with jealous care and love the very instruments of the Passion 
and the places associated with His life and death. Shall we not, then, 
cultivate a deep and tender devotion to the Holy Wounds of Jesus, and 
frequently offer them to the Heavenly Father for the salvation of souls? 
Let us often repeat the invocations employed by Sister Mary Martha, 
or make similar offerings in words such as may be prompted by our 
own devotion. In this way we will not only draw from the fountains 
of our Savior for our own benefit, but will also accomplish untold 
good in the great realm of souls, and help to render efficacious the vast 
treasury of merits acquired by Jesus through His bitter sufferings. 

REMARK — Here we wish to remark that private revelations, 
according to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the years 1634 and 
1641, in so far as the Church has not decided upon them, claim only 
human credence. 
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*“‘Show Us Thy Face’’ 





ROM the abyss of their fiery prison, the holy souls in 
purgatory are ever longing for the possession of the joys 
of paradise, for the vision of the glorified Face of Jesus 
Christ. In beseeching accents they cry out unceasingly, 
“Lord, show us Thy Face,” desiring with a great desire 
to behold the Divine Face of their Savior. We should 
often pray for the souls of those who, during life, thirsted 
to see in the splendor of its glory the human Face of Jesus. It is an 
excellent practice to recite the Litany of the Holy Face for them, that 

Our Lord may quickly bring them to the contemplation of His Adorable 
Countenance. 

During the holy Lenten season, let us often turn to those blessed 
saints who were especially privileged in beholding the Divine Face of 
Our Lord, and ask them to plead for the holy souls in purgatory. Let 
us often turn to Mary, who, before all others, was privileged to gaze 
upon the Face of Jesus from the time of His birth at Bethlehem; to 
St. Joseph, who likewise gazed upon the holy Face of Jesus at Beth- 
lehem and Nazareth; to the glorious St. Michael, one of the seven spirits 
who ever stand before the throne of God, who has been appointed to 
receive the souls as they leave this world, and is the special consoler 
and advocate of the souls detained in the flames of purgatory; to St. 
Peter, who was privileged daily to gaze upon the Face of Christ during 
His public ministry and to whom Christ gave the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven. This unhappy apostle had, by his sin, effaced the image of 
God in his soul, but Jesus turned His holy Face toward His unfaithful 
disciple, and His look wounded the heart of Peter with repentant sor- 
row and love. Let us also pray to St. James and St. John, who, with 
St. Peter, saw the glory of the Countenance of Jesus on Mount Thabor, 
and beheld its sorrow in Gethsemane, when beneath the olive trees it 
was bathed in a bloody sweat for our sins; and to St. Mary Magdalen, 
who beheld the holy Face in agony on the Cross, when its incomparable 
beauty was disfigured by blood and blows, and who assisted the Mother 
of Sorrows to wash, anoint and veil the bruised features of the Savior 
of the world. 

From their prison of pain, the suffering souls are ever crying out 
to us, patient and resigned, yet with a most burning desire to be re- 
leased, to attain to the possession of God and to gaze upon the glorified 
Countenance of the Incarnate Word. These holy souls are more perfect 
members of the Mystical Body of Christ than are we, because they are 
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confirmed in grace; and the doctrine of the Communion of Saints 
should prompt us to assist them by our alms, our prayers and good 
works. During the holy Lenten-tide, especially, let us not forget to 
frequently offer the holy and adorable Face of Jesus Christ to the 
Eternal Father in behalf of the suffering souls, that, with the advent 
of the glorious Easter season, they may rejoice in the resurrection 
of our Savior and likewise in their own admission into the realms of 
eternal bliss. If we thus assist them, we may be confident that in 
their turn they will not fail to intercede for us, until we shall one day 
enjoy with them the splendor of the unveiled Face of Jesus in the 


realms of unending bliss. 
Sele elo 


Bridget’s Twofold Victory 


was extremely prejudiced against the Catholic Faith and who 

never lost an opportunity of belittling its practices. On one 
occasion, however, at a social gathering of the members of the nobility, 
when the subject of religion arose, and the Catholic Faith was, as 
usual, made the object of ridicule, it was noticed that this gentleman 
became strangely silent, taking no part in the merry raillery. One of 
his friends turned to him suddenly and inquired the reason for his 
silence. 

“You wonder,” he answered, “‘why I no longer join you, as I used 
to do, in scoffing at Catholic practices. I will tell you. A few days 
ago I was busy in my office, but finding it necessary to get a paper 
from an adjoining room, I stepped into the room and was engaged there 
for a few moments. During that time one of my maid-servants, an 
Irish Catholic, knocked at the door of the office, and receiving no reply, 
presumed that I was out and so came in to tidy up. I had left on 
my desk a large sum of money in gold coin, and I could see that, as 
soon as Bridget entered the office, she was attracted by the glitter of 
the gold. No sooner had she perceived it, than she put down her 
bucket and broom and advanced eagerly to the desk. I could see her 
every movement from the adjoining room, though she was not aware 
of my presence. Bridget was about to stretch out her hand to grasp 
the gold, when suddenly I saw her make the Sign of the Cross, and 
heard her say: ‘The Cross of Christ be betwixt me and my master’s 
money!’ At this, she turned and fairly ran out of the room, forgetting 
the coal bucket and broom in her haste. Now, this incident has con- 
vinced me that the practices of the Catholic religion, far from being 
idle and superstitious, are powerful enough to give sufficient strength 
to resist strong temptation. No, I shall no longer scoff at what I now 
consider holy and pleasing to God. Would that we all were as honest 
and sincere as my good servant-girl, Bridget.”’ 


Seto 


\ MONG the nobility of London, there was once a gentleman who 
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As She Neared the Eternal Shore* 


Continued 


Words uttered by St. Teresa of the Child Jesus during the last five months 
of her saintly life, faithfully recorded by her sister, Mother Agnes of Jesus. 
Many of these sayings are not recorded in the Autobiography of the “Little 
Flower,” nor elsewhere. 

June 7, 1897 

| UPPORTED by me, she went for a walk in the garden. 
| In returning, she stopped to look at a little white hen 
sheltering its little ones beneath its wings. Her eyes 
filled with tears. 

“You are crying?” I asked. 

“I cannot answer for a moment. I am too much 
affected.” 

Later she explained with a beaming countenance: 
“I wept at the thought that God chose this comparison to convince us 
of His tender love for us. All my life He has done this for me; He 
has covered me entirely with His wings. I was so moved I could no 
longer contain myself, my heart overflowed with gratitude and love. 
Ah! God does well to veil Himself from my beholding Him and to 
show me but rarely, and as if through a lattice, the effects of His 
mercy...” 





God longs for the love of His creatures, and by their confiding trust He 
is glorified. Daily, in Compline, the night-prayer of the priests and religious, 
Holy Church exhorts us in the words of the Psalmist: “Et sub pennis ejus 
sperabis — And under His wings thou shalt trust” (Ps. xc. 4). Almost from 
the time she had attained the use of reason, St. Teresa of the Child Jesus was 
deeply imbued with the consciousness of the paternal goodness of God. His 
mercy, His love for His creatures, she beheld in nature, in the firmament, the 
trees, the flowers, the birds. Above all, she beheld the manifestations of His 
mercy in Holy Church, in her sacraments, and in all the marvels of the loving 
care of God for His children. She almost touched His loving Providence, as 
it forestalled many of her wants, some, even the most trivial, showing. how 
near He is to souls who love Him. 

Again and again her heart overflowed with gratitude and love, for she 
had given all to God, and had experienced the fulfilment of that promise of 
the Psalmist: “Delight in the Lord, and He will give thee the desires of thy 
heart.” Teresa had detached herself from creatures in order to become one 
with God; she used creatures only as means to attain to the Creator. Is it 
surprising, then, that God cared for her so tenderly, and that she felt as secure 
as a child in its father’s arms? And so on this day a great wave of gratitude 
surged over her soul, brimming over by the tears in her eyes, as a deeper 
realization of God's merciful care overwhelmed her spirit at sight of a mother- 





*This translation has been made expressly for ‘‘Tabernacle and 
Purgatory.’’ Comments in small type are by Rev. B. 
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hen protecting her little ones, — the symbol of the infinite tenderness with which 
God had ever encompassed His little Teresa. 


She showed me the picture of Our Lady of Victory, upon which 
was pasted the little flower of which she speaks in her Autobiography, 
and with emotion she said to me: 

“It is ten years ago today that papa gave me this little white 
flower, when I spoke to him the first time about my vocation.” 

It was on the festival of Pentecost, June 7, 1887, that Little Teresa sought 
her saintly father’s permission to enter Carmel at the age of fifteen. Though 
naturally he was crushed at the thought of such a separation from his “Little 
Queen,” he showed the magnanimity of the saints by not refusing to give God 
what was dearest to him on earth, his darling daughter. Picking a little flower, 
he explained the loving care with which God had made it spring up and grow. 
Teresa stretched forth her hand and took the flowerlet from her father. She 
kept it as a treasured relic. In gathering it, her father had pulled it up by the 
roots without breaking them. This she applied to her own soul, which was 
destined to live on, but to be transplanted to the fertile soil of Mount Carmel. 
That night Teresa carefully fastened the little white flower to a picture of Our 
Lady of Victory and preserved it through the years of her religious life. This 
day, as she lay upon her bed of pain, she had been gazing upon this treasured 
picture, and all the emotions of bygone days had welled up in her soul. She 
perceived that only recently the tiny stalk had broken close to the root, and 
again Teresa understood from this that God willed soon to break all the earthly 
ties of His “Little Flower’ and transplant her into the heavenly paradise. 

The courage with which Teresa had broken the news of her desire to 
enter Carmel to her aged, enfeebled father, was characteristic of her life after 
entering the austere Order she had chosen. She knew that love thrives on 
sacrifice; that love dies when not fed by the fuel of sacrifice. It was her 
resolve to give God all. She had gone through Carmel giving up self, giving 
up her will, giving up all to God, and she was now on the threshold of eternity, 
a saint, though merely in the springtime of her life. “Look at her, and look 
at me!” many a soul exclaims. And when the question is asked: “How did 
she attain sanctity so speedily, and why do not I?” the answer is bitter to 
nature: because of self-conquest, because of self-forgetfulness, because of total 
abandonment to God's adorable will, because of sacrificial love. 


To be idiiiaedal 
ochopoeype 
AA Bit of Gatholic Action 


“T am enclosing a money order of ten dollars for booklets which 
I wish to give to others, in the hope that they will receive consolation 
and love of God, as I have, in their hour of need. I am sure this is 
the best way to stop Communism. When I ride in the elevated cars 
I find their books and I find them at my door, and everyone I find I 
burn. I am most sure if our Catholics would help spread their Faith 
by giving booklets such as yours to the poor, sick, afflicted and luke- 
warm Catholics, and even non-Catholics, and with prayer and Holy 
Communion, we could call ourselves read soldiers of Christ.’ 

Mrs. N.B., Chicago. 
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The Power of the Keys 


| OOD Father Baker, a venerable missionary laboring 
among the Maoris in the heart of New Zealand, always 
turned his faithful little donkey with joy onto the trail 
which led to the village of R..., hidden away on the 
shores of a beautiful, inland lake. There he was sure 
to find a warm welcome in the hut of Te Koroi, one of 
the tribe’s old but powerful chieftains. Te Koroi himself 
was not a Catholic, but his wife and children were all 
faithful followers of Christ, and Te Koroi had never placed any 
obstacles in the way of the practice of their religion. On the contrary, 
it was always in the hut of Te Koroi that the priest was allowed to 
celebrate Holy Mass, since as yet the little village boasted of no church 
or chapel. In the hut of Te Koroi, likewise, the missionary was lodged 
during his frequent visits to the Maori tribe, and it was no unusual 
occurrence for Te Koroi to give the priest his own bed covering, that 
he might not suffer from the cold. And during the missionary’s instruc- 
tions, it was Te Koroi himself who took the charge of his numerous 
grandchildren, that his wife and daughters might not be disturbed 
in their devotions. Often, too, the venerable chieftain took his place 
among those who listened to the priest’s words, and each morning 
found him present at the celebration of Holy Mass, though he under- 
stood none of the ceremonies. 

Upon one occasion, Father Baker was giving an instruction on the 
subject of confession. He began his discourse with the words: “Nothing 
unclean can enter heaven—jit is only when our souls have been 
purified by having our sins forgiven that we can enter there. The 
power to forgive sins rests only in the Catholic Church. This power 
is one of the richest treasures which our Divine Savior gave to His 
Church, a gift which shows His great love for sinners.’’ Then, to 
prove his words, the missionary quoted the words our Savior spoke 
to His apostles on the day of His resurrection: ‘‘Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost, whose sins ye shall forgive, they are forgiven them; and whose 
sins ye shall retain, they are retained...’’ (John xx, 22). 

When Te Koroi heard these words, he was seized with a great 
fear because of his many sins; again and again he pondered over the 
priest’s words, and when Father Baker made his next trip to the village, 
good Te Koroi begged to be instructed in the Catholic Religion. This 
Father Baker gladly promised to do. So eagerly did Te Koroi receive 
the instructions of the priest, and so thoroughly did he grasp their 
meaning, that after the lapse of six months he was ready to be received 
into the Church. The thought which seemed to be uppermost in his 
mind, which seemed to urge him on, was that there he could find for- 
giveness of his sins, there he could be relieved of the burden of the 
misdeeds which he had committed from his youth even unto old age. 


The Chieftain’s Object 
As the other chieftains in the village became aware of the step 
which Te Koroi was about to take, they tried in every possible manner 
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to dissuade him from it. ‘‘How does it happen, Te Koroi,”’ they asked, 
“that you wish to abandon the faith of your fathers —is it no longer 
good enough for you, now that you are reaching old age?’’ These 
and similar questions were put to Te Koroi day after day, in a vain 
effort to shake his determination to embrace the Catholic Faith. The 
efforts of the chieftains became daily more and more insistent as the 
time of Te Koroi’s baptism approached closer. On the day preceding 
the baptism, a council was called; young and old hastened to the 
council chamber and took their places in serried ranks, the ancients 
of the village, the adherents of the various sects, being grouped to- 
gether, particularly those of the Anglican sect which Te Koroi was 
abandoning. Then at last came Te Koroi, with Father Baker walking 
by his side. Slowly and with dignity they made their way through 
the ranks of the assembled chieftains and villagers, until they reached 
the place in the foremost seat, reserved for Te Koroi because of his 
age and power in the tribe. After he and Father Baker had been 
seated, the chieftains arose one after the other to urge him to desist 
from the step he now contemplated. ‘Te Koroi, consider carefully 
what you are about to do; remember the influence your example will 
have upon the members of our ancient and honorable tribe, where 
the Catholic Religion has never been looked upon favorably.”” Thus 
they spoke, one after another, until finally all had spoken except Te 
Koroi. He arose quietly, and turning to the ancients said to them: 
“My honored chieftains, those who have spoken before me have urged 
me to give an account of the step I am about to take, to give my 
reasons for wishing to become a Catholic. Here is my answer: Since 
I have studied the Catholic Faith, I have found many reasons to believe 
that it is the true Church in which lies salvation, but one reason above 
all I will give you for my determination to embrace that Faith. I am 
old; I have lived long, but I know that one day I shall have to die, and 
then I must appear before God and give an account of my life. Now, 
my friends, you all know that I am a sinful man. I can remember 
many sins of my youth; when I grew to manhood, I did not cease to 
sin, and now that I am old, I still offend God in many ways.” Te 
Koroi then began to enumerate many of the misdeeds he had committed. 


Only in the Catholic Church 


At this point, the good missionary attempted to rise, to induce his 
venerable friend to cease this public confession before the assembled 
chieftains. But Te Koroi motioned him to be silent, and continued: 
“T speak to you from my heart. You know that I already have one 
- foot in the grave, and that soon I shall have to appear before the 
Eternal Judge burdened with my sins. You, too, believe that I shall 
be judged by God, and now I ask you — who of you can deliver me 
from the burden of my sins so that I may enter into the narrow gate 
which leads to heaven? You, who are a minister of the Anglican 
Church, can you, perhaps, do it?’’ The minister of the Anglican Church 
rose slowly to his feet and in faltering accents replied: “I, too, am a 
sinful man; I am not a God that I can forgive sins.’’ Then Te Koroi 
turned to the representative of the Mormon religion, saying: ‘‘Can you, 
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perhaps, loose me from my sins?” ‘Of course I cannot,’’ came the 
answer. And so Te Koroi turned from one to the other, asking the 
selfsame question, until at length he had questioned all save the old 
missionary. With triumphant accents Te Koroi turned to Father Baker 
and said: “Father, do you, perhaps, have the power of forgiving sins, 
and of freeing me from the burden of my past life, so that I may 
appear before my Judge washed from all stain?” Father Baker rose 
in answer to Te Koroi’s question, and with a loud and sonorous voice 
replied: ‘“‘Yes, Te Koroi, I have that power, not indeed of myself, but 
given to me by Jesus Christ Himself, that in His Name I may reconcile 
sinners to God.” After these few words, the priest resumed his seat, 
while Te Koroi turned to the assembled council and said: “This, my 
friends, is the reason why I have determined to become a Catholic...’ 


See elo 


The Host and the Crucifix 


inspiration of saints. It stands above the tabernacles in our 

churches, that we may ever remember the bitter price paid by 
our Savior for the merciful gift of His abiding presence in the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

O, blessed, sacred faith which pierces the veils and enables us 
to see our living, loving Savior in the Sacrament of His Love, even 
while our earthly eyes rest upon the carved symbol of His Sacrifice 
of Love! Ever are they closely united in our lives — the Host and 
the Crucifix! Blessed are we to be permitted to possess our Savior 
in Holy Communion, that we may be made strong to endure our cru- 
cifixion. And blessed is our crucifixion which makes us like unto 
Him who comes into our hearts in Holy Communion. Sweet is the 
thought that when we go to Him in the Blessed Sacrament, marked 
with the scourgings of our daily trials, crowned with the thorns of 
misunderstandings, pierced with the nails of betrayed friendship and 
base ingratitude, He understands because He has experienced all these 
things Himself. Sweeter still is the thought that when the days of 
our cross-bearing are over and we have climbed the Calvary of life, 
we shall find Him, the Divine Cross-bearer, awaiting us. When the 
Angel of Death shall have gently loosened the nails and lifted the 
crown of thorns from our weary brows, the nail-pierced hands of our 
Savior will reach out to embrace us in the Viaticum of a communion 
with Himself which will never end. 


6 ia Crucifix has ever been the consolation of sinners and the 





























Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 


The Apostles’ Creed 
THIRD ARTICLE 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary 


Continued 
First Revelation of the Incarnation 


HEN the Angel Gabriel announced to the Blessed Virgin Mary the 
mystery of her Divine Maternity, he also informed her, as we have 
seen, of the blessing that had come to her cousin Elizabeth in the 
conception of a son six months previously. Mary looked upon this 
announcement as an invitation to visit her cousin, and with her 
usual readiness to obey Divine inspirations, prepared at once to 
undertake the three days’ journey to Hebron, where her holy cousin 
dwelt. Doubtless she realized, by Divine enlightenment, the relation 
which Elizabeth’s child was to bear to her Divine Son, and was 
aware of the abundant graces which her visit would be the means 

of conveying to the infant John. For, in God’s design, her visit was to become the 

first revelation of the incarnation, and the first application of its graces. 

St. Luke tells us that “Mary, rising up in those days, went into the hill 
country with haste, into a city of Juda’ (i. 39). In all probability a day or two 
elapsed before her departure, during which she made the necessary preparations, 
and the haste here referred to alludes to the rapidity with which she made the 
journey. 

Those who claim that Mary went to visit her cousin in order to verify the 
truth of the angel’s announcement to her, impute an unworthy motive to the 
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Mother of God. Mary did not doubt the angel’s words; she fully 
believed and gave her unqualified consent, and it was her unquestioning 
faith which merited the praise of Elizabeth: “Blessed art thou that 
hast believed’”’ (Luke i. 45). St. Ambrose tells us it was as one joyful 
at the mystery accomplished, pressed by charity to aid her cousin,’ and 
eager to rejoice with all in the common gladness, that she made her 
way to the mountainous country of Judea. 

Though Mary had hitherto made St. Joseph the confidante of all 
her soul’s secrets, she did not acquaint him with the sublime Mystery 
of the Incarnation which had been wrought in her. Doubtless it was 
because her humility shrank from uttering any word which might 
redound to her own praise, and because she felt that to communicate 
the secret even to Joseph would be to go beyond the Divine will. She 
kept silence, therefore, and waited for God to manifest the mystery in 
His own way and in His own good time. But, while concealing the 
“secret of the King’ in her own heart, she acquainted her beloved 
spouse with the prodigy which God had wrought in their cousin, and 
told him of her desire to visit Elizabeth and to congratulate her on the 
blessing which she had received. 

At her tender age, timid and unused to appearing in public as she 
was, the Blessed Virgin would scarcely have undertaken so long and 
arduous a journey alone. Nor can we imagine St. Joseph suffering her 
to go unattended, exposed to the perils of the road and to all its incon- 
veniences and discomforts. Though the Gospel is silent in this regard, 
nothing seems more reasonable than to believe that St. Joseph himself 
accompanied his holy Spouse, for he had been appointed by God to be 
her companion and guardian, her guide and protector in all circum- 
stances, and he looked upon this charge as a most sacred duty. Nor 
does the failure of the Gospel to mention this point serve as a conclu- 
sive proof that Joseph remained at home, for the evangelists often 
omit the mention of facts which are of themselves obvious, or which 
tradition supplies. 

A common objection made is that, had St. Joseph accompanied 
the Blessed Virgin on this journey, he would have heard St. Elizabeth’s 
testimony to the incarnation and would then have become aware of 
the mystery. This objection, however, may easily be set aside. In the 
first place, representations of the Visitation which depict Mary saluting 
Elizabeth at the threshold of her dwelling are not in accord with the 
Gospel story, which explicitly says that Mary “entered into the house 
of Zachary and saluted Elizabeth” (Luke i. 40). St. Joseph, then, in 
all likelihood, would not have accompanied her immediately into the 
house, but would first have sought out his kinsman Zachary and con- 
versed with him. Further, St. Joseph, without doubt, would not have 
suffered his delicate Spouse to make this long and strenuous journey 
on foot, but would have provided a beast of burden for her accommo- 
dation. Naturally, then, he would, upon arriving, have sought to pro- 
vide this animal with shelter before going into the house, and would 
have been so occupied during the time the scene described in the 
Gospel transpired. 

The opinion that St. Joseph accompanied the Blessed Virgin is 
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upheld by the authority of eminent saints and doctors of the Church, 
such as St. Bernardine of Siena, St. Bernard of Clairvaux, St. Francis 
de Sales, the learned Gerson, Suarez, and others. We feel no hesitancy, 
therefore, in accepting it. 

Immediately upon her arrival, then, as the evangelist tells us, 
Mary entered the house of Zachary and saluted her cousin Elizabeth. 
This salutation was followed by the first homage which the Divine 
Infant received after that of His own Blessed Mother; for, scarcely 
had Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, when the babe under her 
heart leaped for joy — a sign of recognition of the Redeemer and of 
the inundation of Divine grace. It was doubtless at this moment that 
the little John was freed from original sin, endowed with the gift of 
reason, and raised to that wonderful height of sanctity which God had 
preordained for him as the precursor of His Son. 


Mary Becomes the Mediatrix of Grace 


The occasion of the Visitation thus became the first act of revela- 
tion and bestowal of grace through the mediation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. And from John this grace passed over to his mother, who, being 
filled with the Holy Ghost (Luke i. 41), received not only an increase 
of holiness and sanctifying grace, but also revelation and the spirit of 
prophecy, by which she beheld the accomplishment of the Mystery of 
the Incarnation. As if she had been listening to the angel’s salutation 
in the little chamber at Nazareth, Elizabeth took up the refrain and 
uttered those sublime words which, united with the angel’s words, have 
become a part of the ‘“‘Ave Maria’ by which all Christendom daily 
greets the Mother of God: “Blessed art thou among women, and blessed 
is the Fruit of thy womb. And whence is this to me that the Mother 
of my Lord should come to me? For behold, as soon as the voice of 
thy salutation sounded in my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for 
joy. And blessed art thou that hast believed, because those things shall 
be accomplished that were spoken to thee by the Lord” (Luke i. 41-44). 

Mary, in profound humility, referred to God the praises addressed 
to her, and forthwith there welled from her pure Heart that glorious 
canticle of humility and joy, that wondrous song of praise of the 
Redemption, the ‘‘Magnificat,’”’ which the Church daily repeats as a 
Vesper song. 

Ah, how blessed was the house of Zachary, which had now become 
a sanctuary of the Most High, a temple of the eternal God! And the 
blessing and grace which filled it at Mary’s salutation were multiplied 
daily during her three months’ sojourn there. In all probability St. 
Joseph also remained at Hebron with his blessed Spouse during those 
three months, affording solace and comfort to Zachary whilst Mary 
rendered charitable offices to Elizabeth and assisted her in preparing 
the things that would be needful for her child. 

Mary of Agreda tells us that, at the time of John’s birth, the 
Blessed Virgin was engaged in prayer in an adjoining room. Bidden 
interiorly by Our Lord, she hastened to Elizabeth’s side, received the 
new-born infant into her arms, and at his mother’s request, offered 
him to the Eternal Father. The happy infant lay upon Mary’s bosom 








374 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


— that blessed bosom upon which the Son of God was so soon to 
repose — testifying his joy and soliciting the caresses of God’s holy 
Mother in so far as he was able;.and Mary embraced and blessed him, 
but refrained from kissing him, reserving that most tender caress for 
her Divine Child alone. Thus John assumed the role of precursor to 
Our Lord even in His virginal Mother’s arms, and who can say what 
exalted graces he received in that- sacred nearness to Him who is the 
source and fountain of grace, and in the embrace of her who is the 
mediatrix of all graces! 

That Mary and, Joseph remained until after the child’s circum- 
cision seems beyond question. They therefore witnessed the miraculous 
unloosening of Zachary’s tongue at the bestowal of the name of John, 
and heard the glorious canticle which he poured forth under the in- 
spiration of the Holy Ghost, in which he announced the coming Messiah 
and the office which his own son was to fulfil. This sublime canticle, 
too, which we call the ‘‘Benedictus,’’ is a canticle of praise of the 
Redemption, and has merited a place in the liturgy of Holy Church. 
It is, moreover, the Church’s song at the burial of her dead, and the 
prayer which she bids her children say when traveling. 

Mary and Elizabeth, who comprehended the full import of Zach- 
ary’s prophecy, must have been filled with exceeding joy; and Joseph 
also, though as yet he was unaware that the Messiah had become 
incarnate in the womb of his own most holy Spouse, must have shared 
their joy in that he realized that the Redeemer of Israel was near 


at hand. 
The Precursor 

So rich in grace, so privileged beyond that of all other saints was 
the birth of John the Baptist (excepting that of St. Joseph, as we may 
believe), that the Church celebrates as his feast the day of his birth 
into the world (June 24th) and not the day of his departure from 
earth, as she does in the case of the other saints. 

The Gospel tells us nothing further of John’s childhood and youth 
save that he “grew, and was strengthened in spirit; and was in the 
deserts until the day of his manifestation to Israel’ (Luke i. 80). 
These words are sufficient, however, to tell us the mode of life adopted 
by John previous to his public appearance, and of his continual growth 
in grace. Whether it was.on account of the dangers that threatened 
because of Herod’s mandate, or because the Holy Ghost urged him to 
do so, John retired to the desert while yet a tender child, and in a 
barren, rocky district passed his boyhood and youth, preparing for his 
sublime vocation by prayer, retirement and rigorous penance. 

The extraordinary events which preceded and accompanied the 
birth of St. John attracted the attention of the people and aroused an 
intense expectation of the coming of the Messiah. Zachary’s sudden 
dumbness and his inability to continue in the temple service, and later 
the birth of a child to him in his advanced age and his miraculous cure 
at the child’s circumcision, — all these were signs betokening the 
special intervention of God. Hence the arrival of this wonderful child 
was spoken of throughout Judea. ‘‘What an one, think you, shall this 
child be?” (Luke i. 66) the people inquired of one another. Thus 
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even by his birth and his infancy John was already preparing the 
hearts of the people for the coming of the Savior. 


St. Joseph’s Trial 


Having returned to their home, Mary and Joseph doubtless re- 
sumed their former mode of life, taking up their occupations and their 
exercises of piety with even increased fervor. The nearer the time of 
our Savior’s birth approached, the more copious and exalted were the 
graces which Mary received. And St. Joseph, though still ignorant of 
the Mystery, nevertheless felt the nearness of God in her and was 
blessed beyond all expression. Then came the day when the Mystery 
began to evidence itself exteriorly to Joseph’s wondering eyes — a dis- 
covery which St. Luke thus describes: ‘“‘Now, the generation of Christ 
was in this wise: When, as His Mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, 
before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 
Whereupon Joseph, her husband, being a just man, and not willing 
publicly to expose her, was minded to put her away privately” 
(Matt. i. 18-19). 

Spiritual writers and theologians are divided in opinion as to St. 
Joseph’s mental reaction to the discovery of Mary’s maternity. On the 
one hand, from the impression conveyed by the above text, many favor 
the opinion that St. Joseph doubted the fidelity of his holy Spouse, 
and that, shaken in his confidence and his esteem for her, yet unwilling 
to expose her to public disgrace and to the danger of being stoned, he 
thought of leaving her secretly. This opinion, however, seems unwor- 
thy of the consummate sanctity of St. Joseph, to whom the Holy Ghost 
Himself applies the highest meed of praise by calling him a “just’”’ 
man — that is, a man perfect in every virtue. 

Those who accept this opinion also overlook the fact that, accord- 
ing to the precept of the law, not only were those guilty of a trans- 
gression subject to punishment, but also those who had knowledge of 
the guilt and concealed it, were under penalty of sin; and therefore 
Joseph could not have been styled a “‘just’’ man if, believing his Spouse 
guilty, he had thus sought to conceal her sin. 

More worthy of acceptance seems the other opinion — based also 
upon the authority of many of the fathers and learned critics of the 
sacred texts — that St. Joseph, from his knowledge of the Scriptures 
and the imminent expectation of the Messiah, had an intuition that 
Mary was the chosen Virgin who, as the Prophet Isaias had foretold, 
would conceive and bring forth the Emmanuel. Far from doubting 
the inviolate purity and the unapproachable sanctity of his Spouse, it 
was a sense of his own utter unworthiness that prompted St. Joseph to 
form the resolution of leaving her. Can we not imagine him, in his 
profound humility, repeating to himself some such words as these: 
“The Mother of God my Spouse! The Son of the Most High born in 
my house! Ah, no! such honogs are not for me. How can I, in the 
face of the world, treat as my Spouse her who has conceived by the 
power of the Holy Ghost? How appear to claim as my Son the Holy 
One of Israel?” 

Such, we may believe, must have been the thoughts which filled 
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St. Joseph’s mind, and not the distressing alternation of doubts and’ 
suspicions of the fidelity of his immaculate Spouse which some pious. 
writers and orators have dwelt upon. Unspeakably painful though the 
sacrifice would be, he resolved nevertheless that no other alternative 
remained for him. By departing quietly, he thought, people would 
naturally suppose he had gone away for a time to attend to some 
business, and thus the many questions and suspicions concerning the 
motives of his departure, if made publicly, would be avoided. 


Interpretations at Variance 


Here may be mentioned also another difference of opinion in the 
interpretation of the Scriptural text, namely, whether the marriage of 
Mary and Joseph took place before or after the incarnation. From St. 
Matthew’s expression, ‘‘When, as His Mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the 
Holy Ghost” (i. 18), it has been concluded that as yet Mary was only 
betrothed to St. Joseph, and that their marriage took place only after 
Mary’s return from Hebron. This opinion seems to find support in that 
other Scriptural text in which the angel dispelled the doubts of St. 
Joseph, saying to him: “Joseph, son of David, fear not to take unto 
thee Mary, thy wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Ghost”’ (Matt. i. 20). 

Other eminent theologians, however, among them St. Thomas 
Aquinas, maintain that the nuptials had been previously celebrated, 
according to the true sense of the Scriptures. They call attention to 
the fact that the term “espoused” used by St. Luke when recounting 
the Annunciation (i. 27), is used by him again when narrating the 
journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem (ii. 5), when no possible 
question could arise as to its significance; and also that in the text 
quoted above, St. Matthew calls Joseph the husband of Mary, and Mary 
the wife of Joseph. They advance the contention that if the marriage 
had not been solemnized until after Mary’s visit to Elizabeth, which 
lasted three months, one of the primary objects of their holy union 
would have been defeated, namely, that of shielding the honor of the 
Blessed Mother of God. The birth of Jesus less than six months after 
their union would certainly have drawn upon Mary and Joseph the 
aspersions of their countrymen — yet we do not find that any such 
calumnious remarks were ever made. 

“The word of the angel,’’ says St. Benedict XIV, “by which he 
bade him (Joseph) not to fear to take unto him Mary his wife, is 
a Hebrew mode of expression which does not signify the commencement 
of an act, but the continuation of an act already begun. The meaning 
of his mandate is this: ‘Retain and keep the wife you have taken, and 
do not forsake her.’ And such is the interpretation of those who are 
adepts in the Hebrew idiom.” 

Without condemning the first o~inion, which, as we have said, is 
also supported by eminent authority, we adopt here that which claims 
the nuptials of Mary and Joseph to have been celebrated before the 
incarnation, because it seems to us more in accord with the mysterious 


designs of God. 


























Tabernacle and Purgatory 377 


Although St. Joseph gave no outward sign of his interior dispo- 
ssitions, Mary was aware, by interior enlightenment, that he was con- 
templating a step which would be painful both to himself and to her. 
Nevertheless, she refrained from divulging her secret, for the reasons 
previously mentioned. Meanwhile, however, she fervently implored 
her Divine Son to enlighten her holy spouse, and to console and comfort 
him. And her prayer was speedily heard, for, as the evangelist tells 
us, “While he (Joseph) thought on these things, behold the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in his sleep, saying: Joseph, son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary, thy wife, for that which is conceived 
‘in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a Son: and 
thou shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall save His people from 
their sins’’ (Matt. i. 20). 

The angel’s words entirely agree with the view here presented of 
the cause of Joseph’s perturbation and the motives urging him to 
‘proposed flight. The angel does not bid him discard his superstitions, 
for Joseph had none, but to abide without fear with the Mother of 
God as her spouse, and to assume the legitimate rights and the position 
-of a father toward her Child. 

Reassured by this heavenly message, Joseph’s mind was set com- 
pletely at rest, and, strengthened from on high, he was now prepared 
to fulfil the office which God had assigned to him, albeit he felt utterly 
‘at a loss to know how he should worthily assume the position of father 
to the Son of God and of spouse to the Mother of the long-promised 
Redeemer, — an office which, in sublimity, has never had a parallel 
‘on earth. To be continued 


spopoe 
Symbolism of our Cover Design 


is the cover design for April. There we see the “Lamb that was 

slain,’’ now bearing the banner of victory, indicative of His 
triumph over life and death, His eternal reign which will never end. 
The triumphant Lamb stands upon the Book of Life, which has been 
“sealed with seven seals’’ and which only our Savior has been found 
‘worthy to open, as St. John tells us in the Apocalypse: “Thou art 
‘worthy, O Lord, to take the book, and to open the seals thereof; be- 
cause Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God, in Thy Blood, 
out of every tribe, and tongue, and people and nation (Apoc. v. 1 & 9). 

The outline of the cross which forms the background of the design 
reminds us of the bitter Passion and Death of Jesus by which we were 
redeemed, while the words “Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia,’’ — the Easter 
cry of triumph — proclaim the glory of His resurrection. The circular 
design which bears these words might likewise remind us of the Sacred 
Host, in which Christ continues to dwell among us in His glorified 
state, for our sanctification and salvation. The inscription at the base 
of the design, Agnus redemit oves: Christus innocens Patri reconciliavit 
peccatores is taken from the Sequence for the Mass of Easter Sunday, 
and may be translated thus: ‘‘Christ, innocent and undefiled, sinners 
to God hath reconciled. The Lamb redeemed the Father’s sheep.” 


S YMBOLIC of Easter, the glorious feast of our Savior’s resurrection, 
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One of God’s Joy-Bearers 
(Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S.B.) 
Continued 





HE Benedictine Rule gives no distinct directions as to 
external works. It is wholly taken up with forming 
the man of prayer and of ascetical habits. St. Benedict 
presents it only as an abridgment of Christianity and 
as a means of practicing the Christian life in its fulness 
and perfection. To his mind, the Rule is but a simple 
and very safe guide to God. He does not assign to his 
monks any special work as a particular end to be pursued; that end 
is, as he says, “to seek God.” 

The members of a Benedictine community constitute one family, 
whose members are intimately united by the bonds of a holy and super- 
natural love. In humble submission to the paternal authority of their 
abbot, who is their guide and spiritual father, they fulfil their obliga- 
tions of prayer and work as directed for the common good and the 
welfare of the brethren. Such a manner of life requires the practice 
of true humility, charity and self-renunciation, and thus the various 
degrees of Christian perfection are attained. 

Originally the Rule of St. Benedict was intended only for monks, 
but with slight modifications it readily adapts itself also to the guid- 
ance of nuns. Such adaptation was made even in the lifetime of St. 
Benedict, as is evidenced by the life of his sister, St. Scholastica, who 
formed a community of religious not far from his monastery at Monte 
Cassino, and thus became the mother and model of Benedictine nuns. 
Many are the generous souls who have followed in her footsteps, and 
by imitating her noble example in a hidden life of obedience and 
humility, have attained to sanctity and to close union with God. 

By virtue of her religious profession, Sister Mary Fortunata had 
become a true daughter of St. Benedict and a humble follower of St. 
Scholastica, on whose feast she had first beheld the light of day. By 
virtue of her vows she was now consecrated to God in a special 
manner, and assumed a permanent place within her monastic family. 

Removed from the many obstacles presented by an unstable and 
deceitful world, the sacred vows render a soul more susceptible to 
the whisperings of the Holy Spirit and the infusions of His Divine 
grace. By the vows of religion # soul is profoundly incorporated 
into the Mystical Body of Christ, and becomes a sanctified holocaust 
beyond human comprehension; for, in virtue of her holy vows, all hér 
actions, when performed in the spirit of a right intention, become acts 
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of religion, holy and meritorious in themselves. The religious state, 
therefore, offers special opportunities for one’s personal sanctification, 
along with special means of laboring for the glory of God. 


Some Virtues which She Practiced 


Sister Mary Fortunata seems to have been endowed with special 
qualities and dispositions for the religious life. Animated by a firm 
will to become a saint, she set relentlessly to work to accomplish her 
task. Hence we see her at the very outset choosing the more laborious 
and humble life in order that she may render herself a more perfect 
oblation to God. Imbued with a profound sense of her unworthiness, 
she regarded herself as the last and least of her monastic family, and 
contented herself with the “meanest and poorest,” as recommended by 
her holy Founder in his admirable chapter on humility. Thus, cheerful 
and contented at all times, she was ever ready to bring even: the most 
difficult sacrifices and to endure the most painful privations. 

Things which others discarded as being of no further use, Sister 
Mary Fortunata gladly accepted and managed to put to further service. 
Her garments were patched and re-patched, but always characterized 
by cleanliness and neatness. At her meals she selected the portions 
of food which least appealed to her taste, and even these she managed 
to render still more distasteful by seasoning them with vinegar or 
strewing them with ashes. The bed on which she took her few hours 
of rest was hard and uncomfortable, and several inches too short. 
But this admirably suited her spirit of mortification. When her Sisters 
remonstrated with her for being so severe with herself, she would 
answer humbly: “We are religious, and as such we ought to do a little 
penance.” 

Another sign of Sister Mary Fortunata’s deep humility was her 
true love for the community life. She looked upon the faithful observ- 
ance of monastic rules and practices as the best safeguard against 
the dangers which threaten the life of a religious. Even in the smallest 
matters she was punctual, observing every custom with the simplicity 
of an obedient child, and only in cases of real necessity would she 
accept an exception in her favor. 

When, in later years, her hearing became impaired, she accepted 
this infirmity as a salutary visitation of the mercy of God; her only 
concern was that, not hearing the sound of the bell, she might no longer 
be punctual in obedience. Again, finding herself unable, because of 
her impaired hearing, to respond to the salutation “Praised be Jesus 
and Mary,” with which the religious are accustomed to greet one 
another, she begged her companions to indicate by a slight inclination 
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of the head when they had greeted her with these words, in order 
that she might give the proper response. 

St. Benedict calls obedience a “bonum,” that is, a “good gift,” 
which will bring his children to life everlasting. In the monastic life, 
the perfection of this “good gift” consists not only in full submission 
to the superiors’ commands, but also in yielding to the wishes of equals 
and even of inferiors, when these do not interfere with the demands. 
of a higher obedience. The abbesses who successively governed the 
convent of St. Mary’s of the Franks during Sister Mary Fortunata’s. 
life bear witness to the humble obedience of the servant of God. “Not 
only did she obey her superiors most conscientiously,” affirms the last 
of these abbesses, “but she even seemed to foresee and foreknow their 
wishes.” Animated by this zeal for mutual obedience, Sister Mary 
Fortunata considered it a sacred duty to help others whenever and 
wherever she could. Frequently it happened that different Sisters asked 
for her assistance at the same time. Then the servant of God would 
humbly ask pardon of the one whose demands she could not satisfy at 
once, and promise to lend her assistance as soon as possible. Thus she- 
became all things to all in her spirit of obedience and charity. Per- 
sonal fatigue in the service of others was apparently of no account 
to her. She seemed to live exclusively for the purpose of serving 
others, and for this reason she was considered a real treasure by her 
community. To be continued 


ehopote 


Che Forthcoming Eucharistic Congress 


S we near the time for the 34th International Eucharistic Con- 
A gress, which is to be held in Budapest, Hungary from May 25th 
to 30th of this year, let us not fail to pray with increased fervor for 
its success, not only from an external point of view, but especially from 
a spiritual viewpoint. The spirit of this Congress, as we know, is to 
counteract the spirit of godlessness which is so rapidly spreading over 
the whole world, and to make reparation to our Eucharistic Lord for 
the many outrages committed against Him, not only directly, but also 
indirectly through the desecration and destruction of churches and 
altars, the persecution and murder of priests, religious and faithful, 
and the widespread poisoning of souls through the spread of vicious 
propaganda. For those of us who cannot take an actual part in the 
Congress, prayer for its success will be an excellent means of proving 
to our dear Lord our zeal for His honor and glory, and He will reward 
us by permitting us to share in the good accomplished by the Congress. 


For this intention, let us frequently repeat the prayer of Holy 
Church: Reign, O Lord, in the midst of Thy enemies! 
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Little Lovers’ League 





EAR Little Lovers, now that we are once again keeping 
the holy Lenten season, the time of sacrifice and special 
devotion, we are going to tell you a true story about 
a little flower of sacrifice, a dear little girl who lived 
but a few short years ago. 

Little Bertha Baumann was born a cripple, so that 
she could not run about and play as other children do. 
But she did not let this make her sad or complaining, 

because her good mother had explained to her how she could offer all 

her sufferings to Jesus for the missionaries, for pagan children and 
for priests. Dear little Bertha received her First Holy Communion 
when she was nine years old; she had longed for Jesus to come into 
her heart, and on that glad day she felt that she was in a special way 

His “flower of sacrifice.” On the 8th of January, 1935, she wrote to 

her bishop: “My offering for the missions is my prayer, my sacrifices 

and my sufferings.” On the 20th of January, the good bishop answered: 

“Dear little Bertha: Your letter has given me great pleasure. You are 
one of God’s special favorites. Yes, pray and bring sacrifices. I am 
sending you a leaflet which will explain to you the devotion of the 

Priests’ Saturday, a beautiful way in which you can help priests. Much 
depends upon the Church having holy priests, so that the people may 
become holy.” This same bishop had written these beautiful words 

also: “If a holy priest is the greatest gift of heaven to earth, then 
the efforts of the faithful, by prayer and sacrifice, to obtain holy priests, 
will be the greatest and most beautiful gift of earth to heaven.” 

When little Bertha had heard these words, her heart was inflamed 
and she resolved to be faithful to the practice of the Priests’ Saturday. 

The practice is this: To offer up on the Saturday after the first Friday 

of the month, Holy Mass, Holy Communion, prayers, works, sacrifices 

and sufferings, through Mary, Queen of the Apostles, for the purpose 
of obtaining from God good and holy priests, and for those who are 
preparing to become priests. Bertha’s first Priests’ Saturday was to 
be on February 2, 1935. The little sufferer prepared herself for it 
by prayer and sacrifices. Several days before, she wrote this beautiful 
letter to Jesus: “Dear Lord, what shall I give Thee? Shall I give 

Thee riches? — Ah, but I am so poor! Health? — I have been a 

cripple from birth! My life? — Yes, this I still have to give Thee. 

Yes, take my life for the priests.” 

The first Friday of the month arrived. Little Bertha received 
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Holy Communion with angelic love and fervor. The next day, her 
first Priests’ Saturday, was also Candlemas Day, the feast of the dear 
Blessed Mother, whom Bertha loved so much. The Saturday dawned 
dark and dreary — but the saddest part of all was that it seemed 
Bertha would not be able to receive Jesus on that day. She had become 
very sick, and had been forced to take 
some medicine. The good priest said 
that he could not bring her Holy Com- 
munion if she had broken her fast. 
Dear little Bertha was greatly disap- 
pointed. How she longed to receive 
Jesus into her heart, that she might 
offer Him for priests! Would our 
dear Lord hear her prayer? Would 
He accept the sacrifice of her life? 
Bertha’s condition speedily became 
worse, so that later in the morning it 
was necessary to call the priest to pre- 
pare her for death. Her mother was 
very sad at the thought of parting with 
her little daughter, but did not refuse 
the sacrifice to Jesus. Soon some of 
the Sisters from the school came to be 
with Bertha when she received her dear 
Jesus as Viaticum. She repeated over 
and over again, while waiting for the 
OS ceaks te die sailed alo priest: “Jesus, Jesus, come to me! Oh, 
stands at God's altar and offers how much I long for Thee!” Then 
up the Body and Blood of Christ} the priest came to give her the last 
Holy Communion she would receive 
upon earth. The Sisters knelt beside her bed, holding lighted candles, 
and after she had received the Sacred Host, they heard her whisper: 
“Jesus, Jesus, stay with me! Dear Jesus, accept my sacrifice, my life 
for Your priests!” 

Little Bertha grew weaker and all could see that the Angel of 
Death would soon come to take her away to Jesus. Suddenly she sat 
upright in her bed and whispered: “Dear Sister Superior, do you not 
see many, many... ?” Did she see in vision many, many priests who 
would be saved through her sacrifice, or did she see the angels who 
were coming to take her soul to heaven? Only Bertha herself knew, 
for she did not speak again. Yes, Jesus had accepted her sacrifice, 
the sacrifice of her life for the priests so dear to Him. The Divine 
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Gardener had come to pluck His beautiful flower of sacrifice, to trans- 
plant it into His heavenly garden, where it will bloom forever before 
His throne. Dear little Bertha died on Candlemas Day, 1935, her 
first Priests’ Saturday. 

Dear Little Lovers, we cannot all be “flowers of sacrifice’ like 
little Bertha, but we can all pray especially for priests, asking God to 
make them faithful and fervent in their holy ministry. This would be 
an excellent practice for this month, and we hope you will adopt it 
also for your whole lives. Every night before you go to sleep, say 


a little prayer to Jesus, asking Him to give holy priests to His Church. 
If you form the habit now, it will always remain with you, and God 


will bless you for it. 


Aspiration: Dear Jesus, give good and holy priests to Thy Church. 


Your Contest 


You will be glad to know that nearly a hundred and twenty-five 
Little Lovers took part in our contest for this month; that is very good, 
but we hope that the number will keep on increasing. The letters 
are very good, also. First prize this month, in the class over twelve 
years, goes to Joseph Gurski, age 12, of Bucyrus, Kansas. Here is his 
explanation of the Sacrament of Extreme Unction: — 


Extreme Unction is a sacrament in which the sick receive health 
of the soul and often of the body, through the anointing with holy oil 
and the prayer of the priest. One should be in the state of grace and 
should receive it with a lively faith and resignation to the will of God. 
Extreme Unction should be received by the faithful who are in danger 
of death from sickness, injury, or old age. It can be received only 
once in each dangerous illness. This sacrament cleanses from venial 
sins and strengthens against temptations. It also remits mortal sin 
if the sick person has contrition and is not able to confess his sins. 


Honorable mention in this group goes to the following: — 
Elsie Schmeidler — age 12, Catholic Junior High, Hays, Kansas 
Genevieve Hagan — age 13, Charlottetown, P.E. Island, Canada 
Catherine Helt — age 12, Waunakee, Wisconsin 


Matthew J. Chibbaro — age 12, St. Joseph School for the Blind, Jersey 
City, New Jersey 


In the class of eleven years and under, first prize goes to Mary 
Harvey, age 11, a new writer from the Blessed Sacrament School, 
Seattle, Washington. Here is her answer: — 


The sacrament of Extreme Unction pardons a person’s venial sins, 
and by the prayer and anointing of the priest, a Christian dangerously 
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ill, receives health of soul and sometimes of body if God sees fit. 
Extreme Unction is one of the seven sacraments and gives us consola- 
tion and peace in the time of death, and also resignation to God’s will. 
It helps us to overcome the temptations that are often so violent before 
death. Our dear Lord is very kind and good to give us this sacrament 
to make our soul more holy and prepare it to meet its Creator. 


Honorable mention in this group goes to the following: — 


Anthony Zamberlin — age 11, Blessed Sacrament School, Seattle, Wash. 
Helen Weinzid — age 11, Herried, South Dakota 

Billy Bensen — age 10, Our Lady of Angels Academy, Little Falls, Minn. 
Suzanne Geraghty — age 8, Notre Dame of Maryland School, Baltimore, 
Marilyn Krone — age 10, La Grange, Illinois 


The subject for your next contest is: Explain the sacrament about 
which Jesus once said: “What God hath joined together, let no man 
put asunder.” 


The prize for next month will be a very nice little standing picture 
which we are certain you would all be glad to possess. If the prize 
winners are boys, the pictures will be of a priest offering Holy Mass. 
If the girls are prize winners, the pictures will be of the Guardian 
Angel. Who will be the lucky winners? 





pm ? 
A Bargain in Farm Land 


For sale: 110 acres of improved farm land, just outside 

the city of St. Joseph, Missouri, off Amazona 
Road. Fifteen minutes’ drive from the down town dis- 
trict. A bargain at $5,000. For further information 
please apply to: — 


Hannah Corrigan, 923 Powell, St. Joseph, Missouri. 
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Lrise from Sleep 


HEN, in the springtime of nature, the inanimate 
world rises from the sleep of winter, when the 
earth once more seems to wake from its long 
sleep, to clothe itself anew in the verdant 
garments of spring, then should the soul like- 
wise, as it were, “arise from sleep,’’ to clothe 
itself anew with the garments of salvation; to 
rise to a new life, the life of grace. During the holy 
Lenten season, the necessity of rising from the sleep of 
sin to the life of grace is brought more forcibly to our 
attention, the need of clothing ourselves anew with the 
garments of salvation more vividly impressed upon us. 






One powerful means of assisting us to rise to a new 
life is the resolution to intensify our life of faith, the life 
of the soul, which, faithfully cultivated during this 
| oe sojourn, will yield its harvest of fruits and 
flowers for all eternity. An easy and profitable means 
p dds tink te ct of good literature, literature 

which will draw the heart closer to God, which will 

strengthen faith, bring light in darkness, consolation 
and comfort in distress. The booklets listed below are excellent for 
Lenten reading and meditation: 

Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix — a brief history of the mirac- 
ulous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain, with an account of the marvelous mani- 
festations there and testimonies as to their reality. One reader wrote of 
this book: “‘I have read only a few pages and have been deeply affected... 
These books would work wonders if placed in every home and read. How 
much more one realizes the goodness and greatness, the infinite love of 
God.” 64 pages; 10¢ each. 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace — an excellent booklet dealing 
with that most vital of subjects — prayer, or the communion of the soul 
with God. It gives helpful instructions not only upon the necessity and 
manner of prayer, but also on the benefits and delights which souls experi- 
ence from prayer well and faithfully performed. 64 pages; 10¢ each. 


More Precious than Diamonds — treats of the one thing which 
alone is necessary in time and in eternity — the love of God. If our happi- 
ness in heaven will be in proportion to the degree of the love of God to which 
we have attained on earth, how necessary it becomes to consider well this 
all-important question. This booklet gives inspiring instructions also on 
grace, that necessary possession of every Christian soul, that indispensable 
gift of God without which no one can obtain salvation. 64 pages; 10¢ each. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


The Ideal 

First Communion Prayer-book 

was compiled by a Benedictine 
Father after many years’ experierice 
in the religious training of children. 
It has proved of inestimable value 
to those who prepare little ones for 
their First Communion. It is like- 
wise a favorite with boys and girls 
of all ages, to whom it is a source of 
delight and an inspiration to piety. 


This child’s prayer-book contains 
two Mass devotions, confession and 
Communion prayers, Benediction 
devotions, the Stations, litanies, prayers for visits to the Blessed Sacrament — 
everything a child could desire — with twenty-eight inspiring pictures. 
Many parochial schools, as well as parents, have ordered it for their little 
ones preparing to receive First Holy Communion, and have been very pleased 
with it. A teacher writes: 
I have always tried to instill into the hearts of my pupils a love 
for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, but I have never found a 
suitable book to place into their hands to attract them to visit our 
Lord in the tabernacle and to receive Him in Holy Communion. At 
length I have the longed-for book in “Jesus in the Hearts of Little 
Children.”” The greatest joy I can give the little ones for being 
good is to let them make a visit and speak to Jesus in the sweet 
words of the prayers given in this prayer-book. 


The book is attractively bound as follows: 


Black pin American seal or white imitation leather, red-under-gold edges, 75 cents. 
Black, white, blue or rose stiff cloth, 50 cents. Flexible cloth, 30 cents. 
Reduction for quantities over 25 books. 


The Treasures of the Mass 


N INSPIRING book which gives a devotional explanation 
of the prayers, ceremonies and mysteries of the Sacrifice 
of the Mass, and the benefits to be derived by devout 
participation. Excellent for Lenten reading, as it cannot 

but draw the reader closer to the fountain of all graces and blessings — 
Jesus, the Divine Victim on the Altar. 

Attractive green paper binding; 128 pages with liturgical illustrations; 
25 cents each. Reduction for quantities. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








